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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 67 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. "A computer program" is a nonstatutory 
limitation and cannot be claimed as stated in claim 67. 

Claims 51-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are method claims 
running by the computer program described above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 35-68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Zilliacus (US 2003/021 1 856 A1 ). 
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Regarding claims 36 and 52, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means is operable, upon recognition by the recognizing means, to 
forward the received message to an alternative delivery means [paragraph 0052]. 

Regarding claims 37 and 53, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
alternative delivery means provides an archive or copy function [paragraph 0042]. 

Regarding claims 38 and 54, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
alternative delivery means includes means for translating the received message into 
email form, and means for delivering the translated message in email form [paragraph 
0050]. 

Regarding claims 39 and 55, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
alternative delivery means may be operable to forward the received message to more 
than one destination [paragraph 0050]. 

Regarding claims 40 and 56, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
alternative delivery means is operable to forward the message to the sender of the 
message [paragraph 0051]. 
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Regarding claims 41 and 57, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
alternative delivery means is operable to forward the message to the message recipient 
[paragraph 0052]. 

Regarding claims 42 and 58, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means is operable both to send the message by the normal delivery 
function, and also to send the message by the alternative delivery means [paragraph 
0053]. 

Regarding claims 43 and 59, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means is operable to remove the suffix from the destination address 
before sending the message by the normal delivery function [paragraph 0054]. 

Regarding claims 44 and 60, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means is operable to send the message by the alternative delivery 
means only [paragraph 0052]. 

Regarding claims 45 and 61, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means has a default setting for sending the message both by the 
normal delivery function and also by the alternative delivery means, and recognition of 
the suffix is operable to override the default setting so as to override the normal delivery 
function [paragraph 0054]. 
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Regarding claims 46 and 62, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means has a default setting for change of the normal message 
delivery function, and recognition of the suffix is operable to override the default setting 
[paragraph 0052]. 

Regarding claims 47 and 63, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, including a 
database storing destination addresses for the alternative delivery means [paragraph 
0053]. 

Regarding claims 48 and 64, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
database is operable to map between caller identifiers and the destination addresses for 
the alternative delivery means [paragraph 0055]. 

Regarding claims 49 and 65, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means may be provisioned by receipt of a message [paragraph 
0055]. 

Regarding claims 50 and 66, Zilliacus discloses an apparatus, wherein the 
function selecting means may be provisioned via a web interface [paragraph 0058]. 
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Regarding claim 51, Zilliacus discloses a telecommunications services method in 
a telephone messaging system [paragraph 0001], the method comprising 

recognizing a predefined arrangement of one or more characters as a suffix to a 
destination address of a message being submitted to the telephone messaging system 
[the participants transmit their votes to a predetermined address by way of a wireless 
signaling channel such as SMS. The predetermined address corresponds to that 
provided by way of instructions as shown at block 806, and may include the MSISDN or 
other mobile subscriber number, an operator short number, an e-mail address, 
paragraph 0050], and 

selecting a function required by the sender of the message upon recognition of 
the suffix so as to change the normal message delivery function thereby to change or 
augment the processing or routing of the message, wherein a message router performs 
the function selecting step by selectively diverting messages away from a message 
service centre of the messaging system [The SMS message is parsed 814 or otherwise 
examined to identify the actual "vote" of each participant. The voting results are updated 
816 in response to the received vote, and the vote results are input 818 to the 
presentation program. In an alternative embodiment, a predetermined number of votes 
may be collected before the vote results are input 818 to the presentation program. The 
voting results are displayed 820 as an integral part of the presentation. If more vote 
results are present as determined at decision block 822, paragraph 0050]. 
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Regarding claim 35, Zilliacus discloses all the limitations of claim 35 as stated in 
claim 51 's rejection above. 

Regarding claim 67, Zilliacus discloses all the limitations of claim 67 as stated in 
claim 51 's rejection above. 

Regarding claim 68, Zilliacus discloses all the limitations of claim 68 as stated in 
claim 51 's rejection above. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gerald Gauthier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 

/GG/ 

May 20, 2009 



